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Kahira

skryty ptivab islamské architektury
Cairo

Hidden Charm of Islamic Architecture
Fotografie / Photography: Jan Brodsky

Pavilon Anthropos MZM, Pisarecka 5 (Pisarecky park u BVV), Brno
16. Gnora 2011 - 2. fijna 2011

16t February 2011 — 2" October 2011

Otevieno denné kromé pondéliod 9 do 17 hod.
Open daily except Mondays from 9 a.m. till 5 p.m.



Islamskda architektura je nedilnou soucdsti svétového
kulturniho dédictvi. Rozsahlé stredovéké urbanistické
celky, jako je fatimovska Kahira, staré mésto v Damasku
a Aleppu a mnohé dalsi, byly zapsany do seznamu UNESCO.
Pritom kulturni odkaz islAmského svéta a bohaté téma jeho
architektury a uméni jsou v ¢eskych zemich reflektovany
zatim pouze sporadicky.

Kéhiru lze povazovat za studnici pokladd isldmské
architektury, jejiz jednotlivé ,slohy” se vyvijely od obsazeni
Egypta arabskymi muslimskymi vojsky Amra ibn al-Ase
roku 641 n. I. pfinejmensim do konce osmanské vlady
v zavéru 18. stoleti. Kdhira nebyla, na rozdil od jinych
isldmskych metropoli, nikdy zni¢ena vpadem vojsk, proto
se zde dochovaly stavby i z nejstarsich obdobi arabského
osidleni. Kazd4d z vladnoucich dynastii (abbasovska,
fatimovska, ajjubovska, mamliucka a osmanskd) zanechala
na architektonické podobé mésta svij otisk.

Vystava Kéhira — skryty plvab islamské architektury ukazuje
ve fotografiich Jana Brodského nejen dlouhy pfibéh
urbanistického vyvoje mésta, ale pfindsi také udaje o typech
staveb a jejich funkci; v centru zajmu stoji ndbozenské
a verejné stavby, rezidence nebo pro vyzdobu islamské
architektury typické téma ornamentu. Pfesné casové
zarazeni staveb umoznuje ¢asto prekvapiva srovnani irovné
stavitelstvi v Egypté a v ceskych zemich. Expozici doplriuji
ukazky uzitého umeéni: keramiky, kovovych nadob, skla
a nabytku vznikajiciho v Egypté nebo do Egypta dovazeného
z jinych oblasti islamského chalifatu.

Cernobilé ladéni vystavy oZivuje barevna publikace Kéhira -
architektura a uméni islamského velkomésta. Jeji struktura,
hloubka informaci, ndzorné plany a mapy nabizeji zdjemctiim
hlubsi seznameni se s tématem. Pocetny soubor fotografii,
jenz vznikal v letech 2008 a 2009 i na mistech, kam bézni
navstévnici Kdhiry nezavitaji, pfinasi jedinec¢nou vizudlni
informaci o souc¢asném stavu kahirskych pamatek.

Kahira - architektura a uméni
islamského vell Scta
Stépan Machacek, Hana Novékova,
Hana Benesovska

317 stran, 241 barevnych fotografii,
38 mapek a plant

TOGGA, Praha 2009

ISBN 978-80-7308-288-8

(Univerzita Karlova v Praze)

ISBN 978-80-87258-25-5 (Togga)

Islamic architecture is an integral part of the global cultural
heritage. Medieval urban monuments, such as Fatimid Cairo,
the Old Town in Damascus and Aleppo, as well as many
others, were put on UNESCO'’s World Heritage List. In spite
of all that, the cultural legacy of the Islamic world and the
wealth of its architecture and arts have sadly been given
only sporadic attention in the Czech Republic.

Cairo is regarded as a well of riches of Islamic architecture;
individual ‘styles’ have evolved from the time of Egypt’s capture
by Muslim Arab armies of Amr ibn al-As in 641 until at least
the end of the Ottoman rule at the end of 18" century. Unlike
other Islamic metropolises, Cairo has never been destroyed
by invading armies, so even buildings from the oldest periods
of Arab settlement have been preserved. Each ruling dynasty
(Abbasid, Fatimid, Ayyubid, Mamluk and Ottoman) has left
a distinct imprint in the architectural heritage of the city.

Through Jan Brodsky’s photographs, the exhibition Cairo
— Hidden Charm of Islamic Architecture not only tells the
long history of the urban development of the city, but it also
provides explanation of the types of buildings found there and
their function; the focus of the exhibition is on religious and
secular buildings, residences and the ornament, which plays an
important role in Islamic architecture. Accurate time referencing
of the buildings affords often surprising comparisons between
the level of construction engineering in Egypt and in the Czech
lands. The exhibition also includes examples of everyday objects:
pottery, metal bowls, glass and furniture of Egyptian provenance
or imported from other parts of the Islamic caliphate.

The black-and-white theme of the exhibition is enlivened by
the publication Cairo — Architecture and Art of the Islamic
Metropolis (only available in Czech). Its structure, depth of
information, descriptive drawings and maps offer the reader
a chance to study the subject in greater detail. A large set of
photographs taken between 2008 and 2009, even in locations
where regular visitors to Cairo do not usually get to, gives
a unique insight into the condition of Cairo monuments today.

1 Al-Mu‘ajjadiiv komplex (1420) a fatimovska Kahira v pozadi
The complex of al-Mu'ayyad Shaykh (1420) and the Fatimid Cairo

2 Bajt as-Sihajmi, jidelna (1648 a 1796)
Bayt al-Sihaymi, dining room (1648 a 1796)

3 Mesita Ahmada ibn Tuluna (876), nadvoti s Ladzinovou fontanou (1296)
The mosque of Ahmad ibn Tulun (876), courtyard with the Lagin fountain (1296)

4 Komplex Faradze ibn Barquqa, jizni mauzoleum (1411)
The complex of Farag ibn Barqug, southern mausoleum (1411)

5 Severni hibitovy, hrobky zastfesené kupolemi (13. - 15. stoleti)
The northern cemetery, domed tombs (13t - 15 century)
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