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VivaTech 2026: How can we develop leaders who are able to balance expertise,
innovation, accountability, and cooperation?

Accustomed to working in uncertain environments and bridging disciplines and data, PhD students
are becoming key drivers of change within the 4EU+ European Alliance. Perspectives from a 4EU+
alumnus, an academic tutor from the University of Copenhagen and a corporate partner at LVMH.

Practical information

e 19 June 2026

e 3pm—3:45pm

« Round table session on the Sorbonne University Stand (B60) at
VivaTech, Porte de Versailles, Paris

Speakers

* Simeon Hebrew — PhD student & alumnus of the 4EU+ Entrepreneurial and
intrapreneurial project management University Diploma (EIPM) programme

* Gergana Romanova — University of Copenhagen — Academic tutor for the 4EU+ EIPM
programme

* Pierre Lacotte — LVMH — Gaia — Corporate Ambassador / Programme corporate partner

* Moderator: Hervé Marc — Coordinator of the 4EU+ EIPM programme - Sorbonne
University

Format

e A moderated discussion (30 mins), followed by a Q&A session with the audience (15
mins) and a networking session (15 mins), to facilitate connections between researchers,
businesses, institutions and innovation stakeholders.

Target audience

This round table is aimed at stakeholders in innovation, research and organisational
transformation — companies, public institutions, start-ups, academics and partners
wishing to reflect on the new skills and collaborations needed to drive responsible
innovation in a complex world.

How can we effectively cultivate a workforce capable of balancing expertise, innovation,
responsibility and cooperation?

Innovation can no longer be regarded as merely a technological endeavour. Major
transitions such as artificial intelligence, climate change, health, digital sovereignty and
organisational transformation are fundamentally reshaping our societies. These deeply
systemic challenges necessitate scientific expertise, accountability, cooperation and
concerted collective action.



In this context, the skills cultivated by PhD students and early-career researchers are acquiring
renewed significance. Proficient in navigating uncertainty, analysing complex systems, and
synthesising data, critical thinking, and experimentation, these individuals are emerging as pivotal
contributors to contemporary transformations, extending their impact well beyond the academic
sphere.

This roundtable will explore the crucial role of PhD students in advancing responsible, sustainable
and collective innovation. Combining the perspectives of an alumnus, an academic tutor and a
corporate partner from the European 4EU+ Entrepreneurial & Intrapreneurial Project
Management programme, the discussions will highlight new forms of leadership, cooperation
and learning required to operate in complex and interconnected environments.

The programme brings together PhD students, recent graduates, lecturers from European
universities and socio-economic partners to tackle real-world challenges linked to ecological,
digital and social transitions. At the crossroads of research, innovation and societal challenges,
the programme is based on a firm conviction: tomorrow’s innovations depend not only on
technology but on our ability to cooperate, bridge disciplines and create meaning.

This discussion will also examine the evolution of innovation ecosystems and the pivotal role that
PhD students and early-career researchers contribute to their development.

- In an era defined by global interdependence, which skills have become strategically
essential?

- What strategies can be implemented to develop professionals capable of bridging the gap
between research, organisational practices, and society?

- How can sustainable partnerships be established between academia, industry, and the
public sector to effectively address complex contemporary challenges?

Furthermore, these discussions will underscore the strategic importance of partnerships between
research institutions, academia, and the private sector in cultivating more reflective, inclusive, and
sustainable innovation across Europe.

Useful links

https://www.sorbonne-universite.fr/en/news/vivatech-2026-make-it-happen-sorbonne-
university

https://www.sorbonne-universite.fr/en/international-0/4eu

https://4euplus.eu/4EU-850.html?test=1&

https://4euplus.eu/4EU-1.html
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